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GVPT 604: Introduction to War and Armed Conflict in 

World Politics   

 

Fall 2022 

Tuesdays 3:30 – 6:15 pm  

Art-Sociology Building (ASY 3203) 

 

Dr. Deniz Cil (she/her) dcil@umd.edu  

Chincoteague Hall 2117D 

Office hours: Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:00 pm   

Course Description 

This course examines major theories of international and internal armed conflict and reviews 

empirical studies testing these theories. The primary objective of this course is to develop an 

understanding of the central debates in the academic literature, and how these debates and 

findings can be applied to understanding contemporary policy issues regarding ongoing conflicts 

around the world. The first section of the course covers topics related to the emergence of 

conflicts. The readings in this section center around the different causes of the onset of conflict 

between states, and between states and non-state armed actors. The second section covers topics 

related to the conduct and termination of armed conflict. The readings in this section focus on the 

factors that impact the severity, duration, outcome, and termination of international and internal 

armed conflict. The third section covers topics related to the aftermath of armed conflict. The 

readings in this section deal with questions regarding the duration of post-war peace, post-

conflict recovery, and the impact of third-party peacekeeping and peacebuilding efforts.  

Learning Outcomes 

After successfully completing this course: 

1) Students will be able to describe and critically analyze the strengths and weaknesses of 

existing theories and empirical analyses of questions related to the onset, conduct, and 

termination of international and internal conflicts. 

2) Students will be able to assess the future research and policy implications of existing 

academic scholarship. 

3) Students will be able to develop an informed understanding of ongoing armed conflicts 

based on current political science research and apply this understanding to formulate 

relevant policy recommendations. 

mailto:dcil@umd.edu
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4) Students will be able to develop a systematic approach to answering questions regarding 

international and internal conflicts and will be able to apply these skills in their future 

research and/or policy analysis. 

Course Structure 

We will meet in person every Tuesday at 3:30 pm in Art-Sociology Building (3203). Please note 

that according to UMD health and safety guidelines (effective August 29, 2022) wearing a KN95 

mask indoors is not required but recommended for added protection.  

 

Each week, we will discuss the theoretical arguments and quantitative analyses in the assigned 

readings. You are expected to read assigned readings before the class, review discussion 

questions, and participate in the discussion. I will announce any changes to the class structure via 

ELMS.    

Required Resources 

All reading material will be posted on the course ELMS page (elms.umd.edu). Required readings 

are also available online through the University Library (https://www.lib.umd.edu). 

Assignments  

1) Participation and Engagement (25%) 

Your participation grade will be based on your attendance and participation in class discussion. 

You are expected to be prepared to discuss assigned readings, answer discussion questions, and 

remain engaged during the class. You should be able to explain the assumptions and logic of 

theoretical arguments, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each article, and situate them 

within the larger literature. I will post a sample of discussion questions on Mondays on the 

course ELMS page. In case of an emergency that prevents you from attending the class, please 

let me know so that we can arrange make-up work together (see attendance policy below). 

2) Two Short Papers (each 5-6 double-spaced pages excluding references) (50 %)  

  

a. Comparison of theoretical arguments and contributions (25%) September 30, 2022 

Pick 3 to 4 research articles from Section 1 (the onset of war and armed conflict) and compare 

the different theoretical approaches and their contribution to the larger literature on conflict 

onset. Your comparison should include a discussion of different theoretical assumptions in each 

article, how these articles contribute to our understanding of conflict onset in general, and how 

these arguments can be extended to answer other questions related to conflict onset. The last part 

of your paper should include an example from an ongoing international or internal armed 

conflict. You should discuss if or how these articles contribute to our understanding of the onset 

of this conflict. This discussion should lay out the strengths and weaknesses of the theoretical 

approaches in helping to understand conflict onset in your example. 

https://umd.edu/4Maryland#masks
https://www.elms.umd.edu/
https://www.lib.umd.edu/
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b. Evaluation of findings and policy recommendations (25%) November 11, 2022 

Pick one of the research questions covered in Section 2 (the conduct of war and armed conflict) 

and review the findings from the literature answering this question. Your review should include 

the scope conditions of the findings and any shortcomings based on data and/or analytical 

limitations. The last part of your paper should discuss policy recommendations for decision 

makers based on the findings from these articles. In this last section, you can either focus on one 

conflict and provide policy recommendations for that specific conflict, or you can provide more 

general policy recommendations for the question you picked from the Section 2 readings.  

3) Take-home Final exam (25%) December 20, 2022 

At the end of this course, you will complete a take-home final exam. Exam questions will require 

you to compare different arguments and assumptions from the existing literature, critically 

analyze findings, and discuss policy implications. You will answer questions by writing short 

essays and citing relevant course material. Take-home final questions will be posted on ELMS 

on December 20 at 8:00 am and will be due on same day (December 20) at 8:00 pm. More 

detailed information on take-home final exam will be posted on the course ELMS page. 

Grading Scale 

Grades will be based on a straight scale. 

98 – 100 = A +  

94 – 97 = A  

90 – 93 = A -  

 

87 – 89 = B +  

84 – 86 = B  

80 – 83 = B - 

 

77 – 79 = C + 

74 – 76 = C 

70 – 73 = C - 

 

67 – 69 = D + 

64 – 66 = D 

60 – 63 = D - 

59 & below = F

Course Policies  

Attendance 

Attendance in each class session is required. If you are not able to attend the class for reasons 

that align with university policy for excused absences, please let me know as soon as possible. If 

you are not able to attend the class for any reason, you will be required to submit a written make-

up assignment reviewing assigned readings. You can use this option twice during the semester. 

Please note that this assignment should be submitted within a week of your absence (unless we 

agree on an alternative deadline).  

Absence due to COVID-19: If you are not feeling well, please stay home and contact me as 

soon as possible. You do not need documentation if you miss one to two classes due to COVID-

like symptoms. To make-up your participation and engagement, you can submit a written 

assignment reviewing assigned readings. If you need more than two weeks due to severe 
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illness/emergency, please contact me for alternative arrangements. Please note that you will need 

documentation for absences more than two weeks. 

Grading  

All assessment scores will be posted on the course ELMS page. I am happy to discuss any of 

your grades with you and correct any mistakes if identified. Any formal grade disputes must be 

submitted in writing and within one week of receiving the grade. I will review your request and 

schedule a time to discuss it. 

Late Assignments and Extensions 

To request an extension for an assignment you should contact me at least 24 hours prior to the 

due date of the assignment (except in cases of emergency). Late assignments will be penalized 

10 percent per day unless you contact me beforehand. Please plan to have your papers submitted 

before the scheduled deadline to avoid running into technical issues resulting in late submission.  

Communication with Instructor 

Email: If you need to reach out and communicate with me, please email me at dcil@umd.edu. 

Please DO NOT email me with questions that are easily found in the syllabus or on ELMS (e.g., 

When is this assignment due? How much is it worth? etc.) but please DO reach out about 

personal, academic, and intellectual concerns/questions. 

ELMS: I will send IMPORTANT announcements via ELMS. Make sure that your email & 

announcement notifications (including changes in assignments and/or due dates) are enabled in 

ELMS so you do not miss any messages.  You are responsible for checking your email and 

Canvas/ELMS inbox with regular frequency. 

Campus – Wide Policies  

It is our shared responsibility to know and abide by the University of Maryland’s policies that 

relate to all courses, which include topics like: 

• Academic integrity 

• Student and instructor conduct 

• Accessibility and accommodations 

• Attendance and excused absences 

• Grades and appeals 

• Copyright and intellectual property 

Please visit www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html for the Office of Undergraduate 

Studies’ full list of campus-wide policies and follow up with me if you have questions. 

Statement on Diversity and Inclusivity 

The Government and Politics department deeply values the voices and perspectives of all people. 

We are committed to having a diverse department that recognizes and appreciates the differences 

http://www.ugst.umd.edu/courserelatedpolicies.html
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in race, ethnicity, culture, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, abilities, class, nationality, 

and other factors. Our department prioritizes diversity and seeks to foster a diverse community 

reflected in its faculty, staff, and students. 

In this class, students are invited to share their thoughts and a diversity of opinions is welcome. 

Respectful communication is expected, even when expressing differing perspectives. Supporting 

one’s statement with research findings is encouraged. In accordance with free speech statues, 

speech that contains threats of violence is prohibited. 

Reporting Racism and Other Forms of Hate and Bias 

If you experience racism or other forms of bias in this class or any GVPT course, I encourage 

you to do at least one of the following: 

• Please report the experience to me. 

• Report the experience to David Cunningham, the GVPT Director of Undergraduate 

Studies at dacunnin@umd.edu 

• Report the experience to the GVPT Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion committee, led by 

Professor Antoine Banks at abanks12@umd.edu 

Please also report all incidents of hate and bias to the Office of Diversity and Inclusion at 

https://diversity.umd.edu/bias/. 

Names/Pronouns and Self-Identifications 

The University of Maryland recognizes the importance of a diverse student body, and we are 

committed to fostering inclusive and equitable classroom environments. I invite you, if you wish, 

to tell us how you want to be referred to both in terms of your name and your pronouns (he/him, 

she/her, they/them, etc.). The pronouns someone indicates are not necessarily indicative of their 

gender identity. Visit trans.umd.edu to learn more. 

Additionally, how you identify in terms of your gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, and 

dis/ability, among all aspects of your identity, is your choice whether to disclose (e.g., should it 

come up in classroom conversation about our experiences and perspectives) and should be self-

identified, not presumed or imposed.  I will do my best to address and refer to all students 

accordingly, and I ask you to do the same for your fellow Terps. 

Course Evaluation  

Please submit a course evaluation through CourseEvalUM to help faculty and administrators 

improve teaching and learning at Maryland. All information submitted to CourseEvalUM is 

confidential. Campus will notify you when CourseEvalUM is open for you to complete your 

evaluations for fall semester courses. Please go directly to the Course Eval UM website to 

complete your evaluations. By completing all of your evaluations each semester, you will have 

the privilege of accessing through Testudo the evaluation reports for the thousands of courses for 

which 70% or more students submitted their evaluations.  

https://diversity.umd.edu/bias/
http://trans.umd.edu/
https://www.courseevalum.umd.edu/
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Readings 

Note: This is a tentative schedule, and subject to change as necessary – monitor the course 

ELMS page for current deadlines.  In the unlikely event of a prolonged university closing, or an 

extended absence from the university, adjustments to the course schedule, deadlines, and 

assignments will be made based on the duration of the closing and the specific dates missed. 

Week 1 – August 30, 2022 

Topic: Introduction: What is war and peace? 

Sambanis, Nicholas. 2004. “What Is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an 

Operational Definition.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814–58.  

Diehl, Paul F. 2016. “Exploring Peace: Looking beyond War and Negative Peace.” International 

Studies Quarterly 60 (1): 1–10. 

Optional Reading 

Cunningham, David E, Kristian Skrede Gleditsch, and Idean Salehyan. 2009. “It Takes Two: A 

Dyadic Analysis of Civil War Duration and Outcome.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 53 (4): 

570–97.  

Section 1: The Onset of War and Armed Conflict 

Week 2 – September 6, 2022  

Topic: Territorial conflict 

International Conflict  

Carter, David B., and H. E. Goemans. 2011. “The Making of the Territorial Order: New Borders 

and the Emergence of Interstate Conflict.” International Organization 65 (2): 275–309.  

Abramson, Scott F., and David B. Carter. 2016. “The Historical Origins of Territorial Disputes.” 

American Political Science Review 110 (4): 675–98. 

Huth, Paul K., Sarah E. Croco, and Benjamin J. Appel. 2013. “Bringing Law to the Table: Legal 

Claims, Focal Points, and the Settlement of Territorial Disputes since 1945.” American Journal 

of Political Science 57 (1): 90–103. 

Internal Conflict 

Fearon, James D., and David D. Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American 

Political Science Review 97 (1): 75–90.  
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Cederman, Lars-Erik, Nils B. Weidmann, and Kristian Skrede Gleditsch. 2011. “Horizontal 

Inequalities and Ethnonationalist Civil War: A Global Comparison.” American Political Science 

Review 105 (3): 478–495. 

Cunningham, Kathleen Gallagher. 2013. “Understanding Strategic Choice: The Determinants of 

Civil War and Nonviolent Campaign in Self-Determination Disputes.” Journal of Peace 

Research 50 (3): 291–304. 

Application  

Mattes, Michaela. 2016. “Piecemeal Settlement of the Kuril Islands Dispute? – Political 

Violence at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/10/06/piecemeal-settlement-

of-the-kuril-islands-dispute/. 

Week 3 – September 13, 2022 

Topic: Regime type  

International Conflict  

Ray, James Lee. 1998. Does democracy cause peace?. Annual Review of Political Science, 1(1): 

27-46. 

Hegre, Haavard, Michael Bernhard, and Jan Teorell. 2020. “Civil Society and the Democratic 

Peace.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 64 (1): 32–62. 

Weeks, Jessica L. 2012. “Strongmen and Straw Men: Authoritarian Regimes and the Initiation of 

International Conflict.” American Political Science Review 106 (2): 326–347. 

Internal Conflict 

Fjelde, Hanne. 2010. “Generals, Dictators, and Kings: Authoritarian Regimes and Civil Conflict, 

1973—2004.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 27 (3): 195–218. 

Skrede Gleditsch, Kristian, and Andrea Ruggeri. 2010. “Political Opportunity Structures, 

Democracy, and Civil War.” Journal of Peace Research 47 (3): 299–310. 

Application 

“Does Putin Need Street Support to Stay in Power?” 2022. Political Violence at a Glance (blog). 

May 2, 2022. https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/05/02/does-putin-need-street-support-

to-stay-in-power/. 

 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/10/06/piecemeal-settlement-of-the-kuril-islands-dispute/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/10/06/piecemeal-settlement-of-the-kuril-islands-dispute/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/05/02/does-putin-need-street-support-to-stay-in-power/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/05/02/does-putin-need-street-support-to-stay-in-power/
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Week 4 – September 20, 2022 

Topic: Economics and conflict 

International conflict 

Kim, Nam Kyu. 2014. “Testing Two Explanations of the Liberal Peace: The Opportunity Cost 

and Signaling Arguments.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 58 (5): 894–919. 

Kinne, Brandon J. 2012. “Multilateral Trade and Militarized Conflict: Centrality, Openness, and 

Asymmetry in the Global Trade Network.” The Journal of Politics 74 (1): 308–322. 

Internal conflict 

Ross, Michael L. 2004. “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War? Evidence from 

Thirteen Cases.” International Organization 58 (1): 35–67. 

Oyefusi, Aderoju. 2008. “Oil and the Probability of Rebel Participation among Youths in the 

Niger Delta of Nigeria.” Journal of Peace Research 45 (4): 539–555. 

Lujala, Päivi. 2010. “The Spoils of Nature: Armed Civil Conflict and Rebel Access to Natural 

Resources.” Journal of Peace Research 47 (1): 15–28.  

Application 

Henshaw, Alexis. 2016. “Revisiting Rebellion: Why Women Participate in Armed Conflict – 

Political Violence at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/02/revisiting-

rebellion-why-women-participate-in-armed-conflict/   

Week 5 – September 27, 2022, No class 

Dr. Cil will be attending a conference at Leipzig University, Germany.  

Week 6 – October 4, 2022 

Topic: Bargaining theory of war   

International conflict 

Fearon, James D. 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Organization 49 (3): 

379–414. 

Toft, Monica Duffy. 2006. “Issue Indivisibility and Time Horizons as Rationalist Explanations 

for War.” Security Studies 15 (1): 34–69.  

McManus, Roseanne W. 2014. “Fighting Words: The Effectiveness of Statements of Resolve in 

International Conflict.” Journal of Peace Research 51 (6): 726–40.  

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/02/revisiting-rebellion-why-women-participate-in-armed-conflict/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/02/revisiting-rebellion-why-women-participate-in-armed-conflict/
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Weisiger, Alex, and Keren Yarhi-Milo. 2015. “Revisiting Reputation: How Past Actions Matter 

in International Politics.” International Organization 69 (2): 473–95.  

Internal conflict 

Fjelde, Hanne, and Desirée Nilsson. 2012. “Rebels against Rebels: Explaining Violence between 

Rebel Groups.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 56 (4).  

Section 2: The Conduct of War and Armed Conflict 

Week 7 – October 11, 2022 

Topic: Civilian targeting in war and armed conflict  

International Conflict  

Downes, Alexander B. 2007. “Restraint or Propellant? Democracy and Civilian Fatalities in 

Interstate Wars.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 51 (6): 872–904.  

Internal Conflict 

Kalyvas, Stathis N. 2006. The Logic of Violence in Civil War. Cambridge Studies in 

Comparative Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Introduction, Chapter 1, 6, 7, and 

Conclusion  

Condra, Luke N., and Jacob N. Shapiro. 2012. “Who Takes the Blame? The Strategic Effects of 

Collateral Damage.” American Journal of Political Science 56 (1): 167–87.  

Stanton, Jessica A. 2013. “Terrorism in the Context of Civil War.” The Journal of Politics 75 

(4): 1009–22.  

Wood, Reed M. 2014. “From Loss to Looting? Battlefield Costs and Rebel Incentives for 

Violence.” International Organization 68 (4): 979–99.  

Application 

Hultman, Lisa, and Hanne Fjelde. 2015. “Ethnicity and Collective Targeting in Civil Wars – 

Political Violence at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/04/13/ethnicity-and-

collective-targeting-in-civil-wars/. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/04/13/ethnicity-and-collective-targeting-in-civil-wars/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/04/13/ethnicity-and-collective-targeting-in-civil-wars/
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Week 8 – October 18, 2022 

Topic:  Duration of war and armed conflict  

International Conflict 

Shannon, Megan, Daniel Morey, and Frederick J. Boehmke. 2010. “The Influence of 

International Organizations on Militarized Dispute Initiation and Duration.” International 

Studies Quarterly 54 (4): 1123–41 

Internal Conflict 

Cunningham, David E. 2006. “Veto Players and Civil War Duration.” American Journal of 

Political Science 50 (4): 875–892. 

Balcells, Laia, and Stathis N. Kalyvas. 2014. “Does Warfare Matter? Severity, Duration, and 

Outcomes of Civil Wars.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 58 (8): 1390–1418.  

Prorok, Alyssa K. 2018. “Led Astray: Leaders and the Duration of Civil War.” Journal of 

Conflict Resolution 62 (6): 1179–1204.  

Application 

Hendrix, Cullen S. 2015. “Does Emergency Food Assistance Prolong Conflict? – Political 

Violence at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/11/24/does-emergency-food-

assistance-prolong-conflict/. 

Walter, Barbara F. 2017. “Why Civil Wars Have Gotten Longer, Bloodier, and More Numerous 

– Political Violence at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/07/05/why-civil-

wars-have-gotten-longer-bloodier-and-more-numerous/. 

Week 9 – October 25, 2022 

Topic: Alliances and third-party involvement during war and armed conflict   

International Conflict 

Smith, Alastair. 1998. “Extended Deterrence and Alliance Formation.” International Interactions 

24 (4): 315–43.  

Fang, Songying, Jesse C. Johnson, and Brett Ashley Leeds. 2014. “To Concede or to Resist? The 

Restraining Effect of Military Alliances.” International Organization 68 (4): 775–809.  

Joyce, Kyle A., Faten Ghosn, and Resat Bayer. 2014. “When and Whom to Join: The Expansion 

of Ongoing Violent Interstate Conflicts.” British Journal of Political Science 44 (1): 205–38. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/11/24/does-emergency-food-assistance-prolong-conflict/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2015/11/24/does-emergency-food-assistance-prolong-conflict/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/07/05/why-civil-wars-have-gotten-longer-bloodier-and-more-numerous/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/07/05/why-civil-wars-have-gotten-longer-bloodier-and-more-numerous/
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Internal Conflict 

Aydin, Aysegul, and Patrick M. Regan. 2012. “Networks of Third-Party Interveners and Civil 

War Duration.” European Journal of International Relations 18 (3): 573–97.  

Sawyer, Katherine, Kathleen Gallagher Cunningham, and William Reed. 2017. “The Role of 

External Support in Civil War Termination.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61 (6): 1174–1202.  

Application 

Parker, Tyler B., and Peter Krause. 2020. “Yemen’s Proxy Wars Explained – Political Violence 

at a Glance.” https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2020/03/26/yemens-proxy-wars-explained/. 

Week 10 – November 1, 2022 

Topic: War termination  

International Conflict  

Reiter, Dan. 2009. How Wars End. Princeton University Press. Chapters 1, 2, and 3 

Croco, Sarah E. 2011. “The Decider’s Dilemma: Leader Culpability, War Outcomes, and 

Domestic Punishment.” American Political Science Review 105 (3): 457–77.  

Internal conflict  

Toft, Monica Duffy. 2010. “Ending Civil Wars: A Case for Rebel Victory?” International 

Security 34 (4): 7–36.  

Application 

Kreutz, Joakim. 2014. “Why Can’t Democracies Settle Civil Wars? – Political Violence at a 

Glance.”https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2014/05/20/why-cant-democracies-settle-civil-

wars/. 

Walter, Barbara F. 2013. “The Four Things We Know About How Civil Wars End (and What 

This Tells Us About Syria) – Political Violence at a Glance.” 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2013/10/18/the-four-things-we-know-about-how-civil-

wars-end-and-what-this-tells-us-about-syria/. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2020/03/26/yemens-proxy-wars-explained/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2014/05/20/why-cant-democracies-settle-civil-wars/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2014/05/20/why-cant-democracies-settle-civil-wars/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2013/10/18/the-four-things-we-know-about-how-civil-wars-end-and-what-this-tells-us-about-syria/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2013/10/18/the-four-things-we-know-about-how-civil-wars-end-and-what-this-tells-us-about-syria/
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Section 3: Post-War and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding 

Week 11 – November 8, 2022 

Topic: Durable peace following wars and armed conflicts  

International Conflict 

Fortna, Virginia Page. 2004. Peace Time: Cease-Fire Agreements and the Durability of Peace. 

Princeton University Press. Chapter 1 

Werner, Suzanne, and Amy Yuen. 2005. “Making and Keeping Peace.” International 

Organization 59 (02): 261–92. 

Internal Conflict 

Walter, Barbara F. 2002. Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars. 

Princeton University Press. Part 1 

Hartzell, Caroline, and Matthew Hoddie. 2008. Crafting Peace: Power Sharing and the 

Negotiated Settlement of Civil Wars. Penn State University Press. Chapters 1, 2, and 3  

Application 

Matanock, Aila M, and Garbiras Natalia Díaz. 2016. “Could Colombia’s Peace Process Still Be 

Derailed? – Political Violence at a Glance.” 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/18/could-colombias-peace-process-still-be-

derailed/. 

Daly, Zuckerman Sarah. 2018. “FARC Rebels’ Political Party Performs Poorly in First Post-War 

Election – Political Violence at a Glance.” 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/03/22/farc-rebels-political-party-performs-poorly-in-

first-post-war-election/. 

Week 12 – November 15, 2022 

Topic: Implementation of peace agreements and conflict recurrence    

International Conflict  

Bakaki, Zorzeta. 2018. “Do International Organizations Reduce the Risk of Crisis Recurrence?” 

Journal of Global Security Studies 3 (3): 358–70.  

Internal Conflict 

Jarstad, Anna K., and Desirée Nilsson. 2008. “From Words to Deeds: The Implementation of 

Power-Sharing Pacts in Peace Accords.” Conflict Management and Peace Science 25 (3): 206–

23.  

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/18/could-colombias-peace-process-still-be-derailed/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/08/18/could-colombias-peace-process-still-be-derailed/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/03/22/farc-rebels-political-party-performs-poorly-in-first-post-war-election/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/03/22/farc-rebels-political-party-performs-poorly-in-first-post-war-election/
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Joshi, Madhav, Erik Melander, and Jason Michael Quinn. 2017. “Sequencing the Peace How the 

Order of Peace Agreement Implementation Can Reduce the Destabilizing Effects of Post-Accord 

Elections.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61 (1): 4–28. 

Walter, Barbara F. 2015. “Why Bad Governance Leads to Repeat Civil War.” Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 59 (7): 1242–1272. 

Cil, Deniz, and Alyssa K. Prorok. 2020. “Selling Out or Standing Firm? Explaining the Design 

of Civil War Peace Agreements.” International Studies Quarterly 64 (2): 329–42.  

Week 13 – November 22, 2022 

Topic: Recovery and reconstruction in the aftermath of conflict  

International Conflict  

Kugler, Tadeusz, Kyung Kook Kang, Jacek Kugler, Marina Arbetman-Rabinowitz, and John 

Thomas. 2013. “Demographic and Economic Consequences of Conflict.” International Studies 

Quarterly 57 (1): 1–12.  

Barnhart, Joslyn. 2020. “The Consequences of Defeat: The Quest for Status and Morale in the 

Aftermath of War.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, July, 0022002720942585.  

Internal Conflict  

Girod, Desha M. 2012. “Effective Foreign Aid Following Civil War: The Nonstrategic-

Desperation Hypothesis.” American Journal of Political Science 56 (1): 188–201. 

Hartzell, Caroline A., and Matthew Hoddie. 2019. “Power Sharing and the Rule of Law in the 

Aftermath of Civil War.” International Studies Quarterly 63 (3): 641–653. 

Application 

Halilovic-Pastuovic, Maja. 2017. “Bosnia and Herzegovina – Two Decades After Dayton – 

Political Violence at a Glance.” 2017. https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/03/14/bosnia-

and-herzegovina-two-decades-after-dayton/. 

Cil, Deniz, and Paul K Huth. 2019. “Carrot or Stick? Development Aid and the Implementation 

of Peace Agreements.” Owl in the Olive Tree Minerva Research Initiative. October 10, 2019. 

https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/1985998/carrot-or-stick-

development-aid-and-the-implementation-of-peace-agreements-by-r/. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/03/14/bosnia-and-herzegovina-two-decades-after-dayton/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2017/03/14/bosnia-and-herzegovina-two-decades-after-dayton/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/1985998/carrot-or-stick-development-aid-and-the-implementation-of-peace-agreements-by-r/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/1985998/carrot-or-stick-development-aid-and-the-implementation-of-peace-agreements-by-r/
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Week 14 – November 29, 2022 

Topic: Peacekeeping during and in the aftermath of wars and armed conflicts  

International Conflict 

Beardsley, Kyle. 2012. “UN Intervention and the Duration of International Crises.” Journal of 

Peace Research 49 (2): 335–49 

Internal Conflict 

Fjelde, Hanne, Lisa Hultman, and Desirée Nilsson. 2019. “Protection through Presence: UN 

Peacekeeping and the Costs of Targeting Civilians.” International Organization 73 (1): 103–131. 

Bove, Vincenzo, and Andrea Ruggeri. 2019. “Peacekeeping Effectiveness and Blue Helmets’ 

Distance from Locals.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 63 (7): 1630–55.  

Beber, Bernd, Michael J. Gilligan, Jenny Guardado, and Sabrina Karim. 2019. “The Promise and 

Peril of Peacekeeping Economies.” International Studies Quarterly 63 (2): 364–79.  

Application 

Ruffa, Chiara. 2018. “Making Efforts to Improve UN Peacekeeping – Political Violence at a 

Glance.” 2018. https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/07/25/making-efforts-to-improve-un-

peacekeeping/. 

Conclusion  

Week 15 – December 6, 2022 

Topic: Emerging topics in peace and conflict research 

Climate Change 

Mach, Katharine J., Caroline M. Kraan, W. Neil Adger, Halvard Buhaug, Marshall Burke, James 

D. Fearon, Christopher B. Field, et al. 2019. “Climate as a Risk Factor for Armed Conflict.” 

Nature 571 (7764): 193–97.  

Uexkull, Nina von, and Halvard Buhaug. 2021. “Security Implications of Climate Change: A 

Decade of Scientific Progress.” Journal of Peace Research 58 (1): 3–17.  

Koren, Ore. 2019. “Climate Change and Conflict – Political Violence at a Glance.” 2019. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/04/climate-change-and-conflict/. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/07/25/making-efforts-to-improve-un-peacekeeping/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2018/07/25/making-efforts-to-improve-un-peacekeeping/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/04/climate-change-and-conflict/
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Forecasting  

Blair, Robert A., and Nicholas Sambanis. 2020. “Forecasting Civil Wars: Theory and Structure 

in an Age of ‘Big Data’ and Machine Learning.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 64 (10): 1885–

1915.  

COVID-19 

“How Does COVID-19 Compare to Past Crises? – Political Violence at a Glance.” 2020.. 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2020/04/20/how-does-covid-19-compare-to-past-crises/. 

Population Movement 

Fisk, Kerstin. 2019. “Do Refugee Encampment Policies Contribute to Communal Conflict? – 

Political Violence at a Glance.” 2019. https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/21/do-

refugee-encampment-policies-contribute-to-communal-conflict/. 

Zhou, Yang-Yang, and Andrew Shaver. undefined/ed. “Reexamining the Effect of Refugees on 

Civil Conflict: A Global Subnational Analysis.” American Political Science Review, 1–22. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000502. 

 

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2020/04/20/how-does-covid-19-compare-to-past-crises/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/21/do-refugee-encampment-policies-contribute-to-communal-conflict/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/21/do-refugee-encampment-policies-contribute-to-communal-conflict/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000502

