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Introduction
This graduate seminar is an important part of the research and teaching program for IR students within the GVPT PhD program and CIDCM that focuses on the integrated study of civil and international conflict.  It is the first course in a two-course sequence. While this course centers on reading and critically evaluating academic literatures on conflict, the follow-up seminar (808c) focuses on student research projects, including dissertation ideas and topics. More specifically, the primary objectives of this seminar are to: a) identify the strengths and weaknesses of existing academic scholarship, b) think about what questions could be addressed in future research and how to design new research projects, c) help prepare PhD students for their prelim in world politics, and d) help students identify possible topics of interest which they may pursue as part of their agenda for future research.  

For this seminar the syllabus will be divided into three central topics:

Emergence and Onset of Armed Conflict: The readings in this section will center on theories and findings that are relevant to both civil domestic and international conflicts and help to draw out possible inter-relationships between the two. 

Conduct and Termination of War: In the second section we will focus on a common set of questions that can be asked about what factors shape the duration, outcome, and termination of civil and international wars.  

Post-War Recovery and Stability: In this final section once again we will examine literatures that are potentially useful in explaining common research questions cutting across civil and international conflicts such as the impact of third party peacekeeping and peacebuilding and the duration of post-war peace. 

This seminar then fits centrally into the larger vision of the research and teaching agenda of the program for the integrated study of civil and international conflict in which the unifying approach is to:
1) Develop and draw upon common theoretical concepts and arguments to address similar questions about the dynamics of civil and international conflict.

2) Pay close attention to how domestic conflict outcomes influence international conflict and vice versa.

3) Focus on deriving deductive arguments with well-specified hypotheses.

4) Collect new and original data and use mixed methods to test, evaluate, and assess conflict theories.     

In sum, this seminar is integral to the larger goal of establishing within the GVPT PhD program and CIDCM a coherent program for the study of civil and international conflict that will:
A) Stimulate and sustain first-rate scholarship by faculty and graduate students

B) Enhance graduate training and mentorship

C) Promote the national and international reputation of the University of Maryland as a center of excellence in social science research on conflict.
Course Requirements

Course requirements are as follows: 

1. Weekly participation in seminar discussion = 50%

2. Three short research design papers = 25%

3. A final in-class exam = 25%

Active participation in the weekly seminar meetings is essential to the success of the seminar. As a result, I expect students to: (a) carefully read the assigned materials, and (b) be well prepared and willing to contribute to the give-and-take of the seminar discussions. Three short research papers (about 8-10 double spaced pages) are also required over the course of the term. The papers are due generally at the end of each of the three major sections of the course syllabus. As a result, students will have the opportunity and be required to write proposals for research projects that address the full range of topics listed in the syllabus. At the end of the semester a final exam will cover all of the assigned readings and test whether students have developed a sound understanding of key concepts, theories, and empirical findings.   
Please Note
The Student Honor Council encourages any individuals teaching a course Spring semester to include the following information in the course syllabus: The University of Maryland, College Park has a nationally recognized Code of Academic Integrity, administered by the Student Honor Council.  This Code sets standards for academic integrity at Maryland for all undergraduate and graduate students.  As a student you are responsible for upholding these standards for this course.  It is very important for you to be aware of the consequences of cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism. For more information on the Code of Academic Integrity or the Student Honor Council, please visit http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/whatis.html. 
Seminar Readings

Week 1, January 27 
Topic: Introduction

For the first meeting on January 27 the syllabus and course requirements will be reviewed and discussed as well as the general format for the seminar. Students will also introduce themselves. We will get down to work with assigned readings and a full seminar discussion on February 3.  

SECTION I: THE ONSET OF CRISES, ARMED CONFLICTS, AND WAR
Weeks 2-3, February 3 & 10
Topic: Background

Gary Goertz, Paul Diehl, Alexandru Balas, The Puzzle of Peace, chs.2-3.

James Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War” International Organization 49,3 (1995):379-414.

Topic: Territorial Conflict

A: International  
Scott Abramson and David Carter, “Systemic Instability and the Emergence of Border Disputes” International Organization 75,1 (2021):103-46. 

David Carter and H.E. Goemans, “The Making of the Territorial Order: New Borders and the Emergence of Interstate Conflict” International Organization 65,2 (2011):275-309.

Tanisha Fazal, State Death, chs.3-4.

D. Altman, “The Evolution of Territorial Conquest After 1945 and the Limits of the Territorial Integrity Norm” International Organization 74,3 (2020):490-522.

Nadev Shelef, “Unequal Ground” International Organization 70,1 (2016):33-63.

Paul Huth, S. Croco, and B. Appel “Does International Law Promote the Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes? Evidence from the Study of Territorial Conflicts Since 1945” American Political Science Review 105,2 (2011):415-36.
Paul Huth, P., S. Croco, and B. Appel “Bringing Law to the Table: Legal Claims, Focal Points, and the Settlement of Territorial Disputes Since 1945” American Journal of Political Science 57,1 (2013): 90-103.
B: Internal 

James Fearon and David Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War” American Political Science Review 97,1 (2003): 75-90.

Carl Muller-Crepon et al, “Roads to Rule and to Rebel” Journal of Conflict Resolution 65, 2-3 (2021):563-90.

David Carter, Andrew Shaver, and Austin Wright, “Places to Hide” Journal of Politics 81,4 (2019):1446-65.
Lars-Erik Cederman et al, “Territorial Autonomy in the Shadow of Conflict” American Political Science Review 109,2 (2015):354-70.

Ryan Griffiths and Louis Wasser, “Does Violent Secessionism Work?” Journal of Conflict Resolution 63,5 (2019):1310-36.
Nils-Christian Bormann and Burcu Savun, “Reputation, Concessions, and Territorial Civil War” Journal of Peace Research 55,5 (2018):671-86.

Douglas Gibler and Steven Miller, “External Territorial Threat, State Capacity, and Civil War” Journal of Peace Research 51,5 (2014):634-46.
Boaz Atzili, Good Fences, Bad Neighbors: Border Fixity and International Conflict, ch.5.
Week 4, February 17 
Topic: Regime Type and Armed Conflict
A: International

Bruce Russett and John Oneal, Triangulating Peace, chs.2-3.

Kosuke Imai and James Lo, “Robustness of Empirical Evidence for the Democratic Peace” International Organization 75,3 (2021):901-19.

Havard Hegre, Michael Bernhard, and Jan Teorell, “Civil Society and the Democratic Peace” Journal of Conflict Resolution 64,1 (2020):32-62.

Michael Tomz et al, “Public Opinion and Decisions about Military Force in Democracies” International Organization 74,1 (2020):119-43.

Andrew Owsiak and John Vasquez, “The Cart and the Horse Redux: The Timing of Border Settlement and Joint Democracy” British Journal of Political Science 49,1 (2019): 339-354.

B: Internal

Jessica Weeks, “Strongmen and Straw Men: Authoritarian Regimes and the Initiation of International Conflict” American Political Science Review 106,2 (2012):326-47.

Hanne Fjelde et al, “Which Institutions Matter? Re-Considering the Democratic Civil Peace” International Studies Quarterly 65 (2021):223-37.

Joslyn Barnhart, Robert Trager, Elizabeth Saunders, and Allan Dafoe, “The Suffragist Peace” International Organization 74,4 (2020):633-70.

Weeks 5-6, February 24 & March 3 
Topic: Economics and Conflict

A: International 

Brandon Kine, “Multilateral Trade and Militarized Conflict: Centrality, Openness, and Asymmetry in the Global Trade Network” Journal of Politics 74,1 (2012):308-22.

Dale Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War, chs.1-2.

Patrick McDonald, The Invisible Hand of Peace, chs.3-5.

Henry Farrell and Abraham Newman, “Weaponized Interdependence” International Security 44,1 (2019):42-79.

Jonathan Markowitz, et al, “Productive Pacifists: The Rise of Production-Oriented States and Decline of Profit-Motivated Conquest” International Studies Quarterly, 64,3 (2020):558-572.

Stephen Gent and Mark Crescenzi, Market Power Politics, ch.3.

Andrew Coe and Jonathan Markowitz, “Crude Calculations” International Organization 75,4 (2021):1058-86.

B: Internal 

Michael Ross, The Oil Curse, ch.5.

Lars-Erik Cederman et al, “Horizontal Inequalities and Ethnonationalist Civil War: A Global Comparison” American Political Science Review 105,3 (2011):478-495.
Jack Paine, “Economic Grievances and Civil War” International Studies Quarterly 63,2 (2019):244-58.

Macartan Humphreys and Jeremy Weinstein, “Who Fights? The Determinants of Participation in Civil War” American Journal of Political Science 52,2 (2008):436-55.

Graeme Blair et al, “Poverty and Support for Militant Politics” American Journal of Political Science 57,1 (2013):30-48.
Michael Albertus, “Land Reform and Civil Conflict: Theory and Evidence from Peru” American Journal of Political Science 64,2 (2020):256-74.

Halvard Bahaug et al, “A Conditional Model of Local Income Shocks” Journal of Politics 83,1 (2021):354-66.

Week 7, March 10
Topic: Credible Threats and Coercive Bargaining 

Kerr Lieber and Daryl Press, The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution, ch.4.
Roseanne McManus, Statements of Resolve, chs.1,4.

Alex Weisiger and Keren Yarhi-Milo, “Revisiting Reputation” International Organization 69,2 (2015):473-95.

Brandon Yoder and Kyle Haynes, “Signaling Under the Security Dilemma” Journal of Conflict Resolution 65,4 (2021):672-700.
Joshua Kertzer et al, “The Price of Peace” International Organization 74,1 (2020):95-118.

William Nomikos and Nicholas Sambanis, “What is the Mechanism Underlying Audience Costs?” Journal of Peace Research 56,4 (2019):575-88.

Robert Jervis, How Statesmen Think, ch.9.

Allan Dafoe, Jonathan Renshon, Paul Huth, “Reputation and Status as Motives for War” Annual Review of Political Science (vol. 17, 2014), 371-93.

Keren Yarhi-Milo, Who Fights for Reputation, chs.2,4.

****MARCH 14: FIRST RESEARCH DESIGN PAPER DUE****
SECTION II: THE CONDUCT AND TERMINATION OF WARS

Weeks 8 &10, March 17 & March 31

NOTE: Week 9, March 24 is Spring Break

Topic: The Conduct of War: The Laws of War and Civilian Losses

A: International

Alexander Downes, Targeting Civilians in War, chs.1-2.
Alyssa Prorok and Benjamin Appel, “Compliance with International Humanitarian Law” Journal of Conflict Resolution 58,4 (2014):713-40.

Benjamin Appel and Alyssa Prorok, “Third Party Actors and the Intentional Targeting of Civilians in War” British Journal of Political Science 49,4 (2019):1453-74. 

Geoffrey Wallace, Life and Death in Captivity, chs.2-3.

James Morrow, Order Within Anarchy, chs.3-4.

Tanisha Fazal, Wars of Law, chs.1,4.

B: Internal
Hyeran Jo, Compliant Rebels, chs.3,5.

Tanisha Fazal, Wars of Law, ch.7.

David Siroky and Reed Wood, “External Rebel Sponsorship and Civilian Abuse” International Organization 68,3 (2014):633-61.

Reed Wood, “From Loss to Looting? Battlefield Costs and Rebel Incentives for Violence” International Organization 68,4 (2014):979-99.

Jessica Stanton, “Terrorism in the Context of Civil War” Journal of Politics 75,4 (2013):1009-22.

Katherine Sawyer et al, “Rebel Leader Ascension and Wartime Sexual Violence” Journal of Politics 83,1 (2021):396-400.
Benjamin Valentino, Paul Huth, and Dylan Balch-Lindsay, “Draining the Sea” International Organization 58,2 (2004):375-407.

Hanne Fjelde, Lisa Hultman, and Desiree Nilsson, “Protection Through Presence” International Organization 73,1 (2019):103-31.

Allison Carnegie and Christoph Mikulaschek, “The Promise of Peacekeeping” International Organization 74,4 (2020):810-32.

Week 11, April 7 
Topic: War Termination 
A: International 

H.E. Goemans, War and Punishment, chs.2-3.

Dan Reiter, How Wars End, chs.2-3,9.

Eric Min, “Talking While Fighting” International Organization 74,3 (2020):610-32.

B: Internal

David Cunningham, “Veto Players and Civil War Duration” American Journal of Political Science 50,4 (2006):875-92.

David Cunningham, “Blocking Resolution” Journal of Peace Research 47,2 (2010):115-27.

Alyssa Prorok, “Led Astray? Leaders and Civil War Duration” Journal of Conflict Resolution 62,6 (2018):1179-1204.
Alyssa Prorok, “The (In)Compatability of Peace and Justice” International Organization 71,2 (2017):213-43.

Lesley-Ann Daniels, “How and When Amnesty during Conflicts Affects Conflict Termination” Journal of Conflict Resolution 64,9 (2020):1612-37. 
Amy Yuen, “Negotiating Peacekeeper Consent” Journal of Peace Research 57,2 (2020):297-311.

Week 12, April 14
Topic: Victory and Defeat in War

A: International
Dan Reiter and Allan Stam, Democracies at War, chs.1-3.

Sarah Croco, “The Decider’s Dilemma: Leader Culpability, War Outcomes, and Domestic Punishment” American Political Science Review 105,3 (2011):457-77.

Caitlin Talmadge, The Dictator’s Army, chs.1,5.

Jason Lyall, Divided Armies chs.2,4.
B: Internal 
Jason Lyall, “Do Democracies Make Inferior Counterinsurgents? Reassessing Democracy’s Impact on War Outcomes and Duration” International Organization 64,1 (2010):167-92.
Jason Lyall and Isaiah Wilson, “Rage Against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in Counterinsurgency Wars” International Organization 63,1 (2009):67-106.

Alyssa Prorok, “Leader Incentives and Civil War Outcomes” American Journal of Political Science 60,1 (2016):70-84.

Virginia Page Fortna, “Do Terrorists Win? Rebel’s Use of Terrorism and Civil War Outcomes” International Organization 69,3 (2015):519-56.

Jessica Stanton, “Rebel Groups, International Humanitarian Law, and Civil War Outcomes in the Post-Cold War Era” International Organization 74,3 (2020):523-59.

****APRIL 18: SECOND RESEARCH DESIGN PAPER DUE****
SECTION III: POST-WAR PEACEBUILDING

Weeks 13-14, April 21 & 28
Topic: Can a Stable Peace be Secured in the Aftermath of Armed Conflict?
A: International 

Alyssa Prorok and P. Huth, “International Law and the Consolidation of Peace Following Territorial Changes” Journal of Politics 77,1 (2015):161-74.  

Virginia Page Fortna, Peace Time, chs.1,5-6.

Suzanne Werner and Amy Yuen, “Making and Keeping Peace” International Organization 59,2 (2005): 261-92.

Nigel Lo, Barry Hashimoto, and Dan Reiter, “Ensuring Peace” International Organization 62,4 (2008):717-36.
Alexander Downes, “Forced to be Free? Why Foreign-Imposed Regime Change Rarely Leads to Democratization” International Security 37,4 (2013):90-131.

David Edelstein, Occupational Hazards, chs.2-3.
B: Internal
Barbara Walter, “Why Bad Governance Leads to Repeat Civil War” Journal of Conflict Resolution 59,7 (2015):1242-72.

Monica Duffy Toft, Securing the Peace, chs.3-4.

Virginia Page Fortna, Does Peacekeeping Work?, chs.4-5.

Dawn Brancati and Jack Snyder, “Time to Kill” Journal of Conflict Resolution 57,5 (2013):822-53.
Michaela Mattes and Burcu Savun, “Information, Agreement Design, and the Durability of Civil War Settlement” American Journal of Political Science 54,2 (2010):511-24.

Caroline Hartzell and Matthew Hoddie, “The Art of the Possible” World Politics 67,1 (2015):37-71.

Caroline Hartzell and Matthew Hoddie, “Power Sharing and the Rule of Law in the Aftermath of Civil War” International Studies Quarterly 63,3 (2019):641-53. 
Week 15, May 5
IN-CLASS FINAL EXAM
****MAY 10: THIRD RESEARCH DESIGN PAPER DUE****
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