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GOVERNMENT 280: The Study of Comparative Politics

Fall, 2015
This course serves as the foundation course for the political science “subfield” of comparative politics.  Comparative politics has as a major goal the comparison of different non-US domestic political systems in order to enhance our ability to generalize about politics and power.  This course provides a basis for students to continue to study both theories of comparative politics and specific other regions of the world at a more advanced level.  In the first part of the course students will become familiar with several classical political theories of and the major causal variables ("approaches") scholars commonly use in the study of comparative politics: institutions, political culture, and political economy.  Students will then be able to explain how these approaches are applied to three of the major political regime types: liberal democracies, communist regimes, and authoritarian regimes (including military regimes), and to issues in developing countries.  Students will understand these approaches empirically through examination of six country cases.
Course Requirements:  In addition to doing the required reading (prior to the class for which it is listed), students will take one reading quiz (10%), two mid-term in class essays (25% each), and one final essay exam (30%).  I will allocate the remaining 10% among in-class (often clicker) activities.  I will offer approximately 12 graded in-class activities for this last 10%, and you will receive points for 10 of them.  Even though this is a large class, I expect attendance and participation. 
Books to be Purchased:  These books are available at the bookstore.  These materials are not on ELMS.
Dahl, Robert, Polyarchy:  Participation and Opposition
Huntington, Samuel, Political Order in Changing Societies  
O’Neil, Fields and Share, Cases in Comparative Politics (Fifth Edition)
A clicker from Turning Point Technologies (with new license) are required
Readings are an integral part of this course.  Assigned readings for a given day are listed under that day's lecture title.  Complete these readings prior to coming to class.  For readings other than the text or current events articles, I offer a brief note as to the purpose of each reading.   Graded in-class activities may cover assigned readings.  In-class exams will require you to cite assigned readings (according to last name of the author).  I suggest you take notes when you do the readings in order to ease preparation for exams. Although I will use and post ppts for many class sessions, they will not substitute for the readings.
ELMS: Readings that are not available in the required textbooks are available through ELMS unless noted otherwise.  You will find all posted readings, class visuals, and syllabi under the "Files" tab.
Honor Code UMCP operates according to a Code of Academic Integrity, administered by the Student Honor Council.  This Code sets standards for academic integrity for all undergraduate and graduate students.  As a student, you are responsible for upholding these standards for this course.  It is important for you to be aware of the consequences of cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism. For more information, go to http://www.shc.umd.edu. 
Devices: Use of smartphones or small tablets is not permitted while class is in session (including during exams), unless for a clicker activity (for those who have your clicker on your personal device).  These devices must not be visible or enabled.  Laptops may be used for note-taking.  Do not give your clicker to other students to "participate" on in your absence, or accept a clicker for this purpose.
Part I: Approaches to Comparative Politics

September 1st:
Introduction: Why Comparative Politics?  
September 3rd: 
Marx's Legacy: Political Economy
-
Aron, Main Currents in Sociological Thought, volume 1, pp. 149 (from top of page) - 160
(bottom); 181 (from "What is incontestably….") - 185 (to " realize himself."); and p. 212 ("I 
come now to a …") - 214 (end of page). [ELMS]  Introduces core elements of Marxian 
 
thought relevant for comparative politics, and helps us begin to define a "political 
economy" approach.
September 8th: 
Essential Weber

-
Max Weber, "Politics as a Vocation," reprinted in ONeil and Rogowski, Essential Readings in 


Comparative Politics, pp. 39-45. [ELMS]  Note: This classic essay covers two topics central to 


Weberian thought: the definition of "the state" and a typology of forms of political authority.  In
lecture we will discuss other key aspects of Weber's thought.
-
The Economist, "Cultural Explanations: The Man in the Baghdad Café,” (ELMS)

- 
O’Neil Essentials of Comparative Politics (2012), pp. 83-85. (ELMS)  [NB: O'Neil Essentials is separate from the textbook purchased for this class (marked "O'Neil Cases").]  
September 10th: 
Institutional Approaches to Study of the State 

- 
O’Neil Essentials (ELMS) pp. 18-21.   On the concept of political institutions.
-
Francis Fukuyama, “The Imperative of State-Building,” J. of Democracy, April 2004 (ELMS)  Defines core features of modern states, and how they vary.
-
Hamilton and Madison, Federalist Papers, nos. 10 and 51.  (ELMS).  An example of how US 

founders intended to get institutions "right."
Part II: Liberal Democracies
September 15th:

Democratic Institutions, Including Electoral and Party Systems
-
O’Neil et al, Cases, pp. 10-15.

-
Dahl, Polyarchy, pp 1-47. Theorizes contrasting paths to "polyarchy." 
-
"Political Parties: Empty Vessels?" The Economist July 24, 1999, (ELMS)

-
Philippe Schmitter and Terry Karl, "What Democracy Is . . . and Is Not," Journal of Democracy, 

Summer 1991. (ELMS).  Defines key features of liberal democracies.
September 17th:  
Political Economy (State and Market) in Liberal Democratic Systems 
· Gabriel Almond, "Capitalism and Democracy," PS: Political Science and Politics, 1991. (ELMS) Discusses the complex relationship between the economic system of capitalism and political system of liberal democracy.
HYPERLINK "http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=1049-0965%28199109%2924%3A3%3C467%3ACAD%3E2.0.CO%3B2-G"
 - 
O’Neil Essentials (ELMS) pp. 90-95 & 102-7 [2 separate files]
- 
Acemoglu and Robinson, Why Nations Fail (NY: Crown 2012), pp. 45-91 [ELMS] Theorizes 

the causes of wealth; accepts some approaches, rejects others
September 22nd:    
Short in-class reading QUIZ; begin Politics of Britain: Historical Roots
September 24th:  
Britain: Contemporary Politics
-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on UK, ch. 2 (up to p. 71, and 77-81).

-
James Le Grice, “UK General Election 2015: The end of the two-party system?” Bluestar 

Strategies Newsletter, March 2015.  [ELMS]
September 29th: 
French Model in Political History
-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on France, ch. 4 (up to p. 149-62).

October 1st:  
 Contemporary French Politics
-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on France, ch. 4 (pp. 162-186).

- 
Roger Cohen, “Charlie Hebdo’s Multi-Million-Dollar Pile of Tragedy Money,”
Vanity Fair July 2015 [ELMS]
October 6th:
 Guest Lecture: "Minor and Radical Parties in Europe and the US," Cat Kane
· Rosenstone, Steven J., Roy L. Behr, and Edward H. Lazarus. 1984. Third Parties in America. Introduction pg 1-12 (ELMS).  Outlines the sources of constraints and support for 3rd parties in the US two-party system.
· Art, David. 2011. Inside the Radical Right: The Development of Anti-Immigrant Parties in Western Europe. Conclusion pg 231-240 (ELMS)  Explores the role of radical right activists in radical right party electoral success and failure across Western Europe.
· Mudde, Cas. 2014. "The Far Right and European Elections." pg 98-103 (ELMS)
· Applebaum, Anne. "Forget Left and Right: Europe's divisions lie elsewhere" The Washington Post, February 2015 (ELMS)
· Tenold, Vegas. "The Little Fuhrer: A Day in the life of the newest leader of white nationalists." Aljazeera America, July 2015 (ELMS)
Optional:
· Vice News mini-doc on White Student Union at Towson (same group discussed in Tenold article) http://www.vice.com/video/white-student-union
· Art, David. 2011. Inside the Radical Right: The Development of Anti-Immigrant Parties in Western Europe. Introduction, pg 5-24 (ELMS)
October 8th:
  Catch up day and REVIEW FOR MIDTERM 
October 13th: 
MID-TERM EXAM - closed book, one essay question, materials may be drawn from 

all lectures and readings through Oct 8.
October 15th:  
Guest Lecture: "Democracy in the Gulf Region," Calvert Jones, Assistant Professor, GVPT 
Part III: The "Communist" and "Post-Communist" Worlds
October 20th:
The Russian and Chinese Communist Revolutions 

-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on Russia, ch. 7 (331-343).
-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on China, ch. 8 (381-395).

October 22nd: 
The Generic Socialist State  
-
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on China, ch. 8 (pp. 396-409).
- 
O’Neil Essentials (ELMS) pp. 263-270.
-
Lenin, "What Is To Be Done?" Read only sections 1 (all), 2.1, 3.5, and 5.3.  (ELMS)  Lenin was the architect of how communist systems were to be organized.
October 27th: Reforming Socialism without Revolution: China   
- 
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on China, ch. 8 (pp. 409-431).
- 
O’Neil Essentials (ELMS) pp. 277-9.

October 29th: Reforming Socialism Without Revolution: China  II

· Doug Guthrie, "China: The Quiet Revolution," Harvard Int'l Review Summer 2003. (ELMS)

· Paul Gregory and Kate Zhou, "How China Won and Russia Lost," Policy Review (Dec. 2009).  (ELMS) 
November 3rd:
The 2nd Russian Revolution  

· O’Neil, et al, Cases, on  Russia, ch. 7 (pp. 343-369).

November 5th:
Russia's Democracy?
-
Timothy Colton and Michael McFaul, "Russian Democracy under Putin, Problems of Post 

Communism July/August 2003.  (ELMS)

-
David Foglesong and Gordon M. Hahan, "10 Myths about Russia," Problems of Post-

Communism, Nov/Dec 2002. (ELMS)

November 10th: 
Russia and China Redux
-
Shiping Hua, "Deng Reforms (1978-92) and Gorbachev Reforms (1985-91) Revisited: A 


Political Discourse Analysis," Problems of Post-Communism 53:3 (2006): 3-16.  (ELMS)
-
Peter Rutland, Post-socialist states and the evolution of a new development model: Russia and 
China compared, Paper Presented at the International Seminar on Globalization and Eurasia, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, November 2008
November 12th:   
IN CLASS EXAM
Part IV: "Modernizing," and Military Systems in the Developing World

November 17th:

Political Development and "Modernity"

.
Samuel Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, pp. pp. 1-92, 140-7.  The 
classic statement of "modernization" theory, emphasizing the importance of institutional 
development in promoting order and economic growth in post-colonial countries.
- 
Jeffrey Herbst, "War and the State in Africa," International Security 15, no. 4 (Spring 1990),

pp. 117-39, in Essential Readings.  [ELMS] How the development of capable states in Africa 

has been affected by colonialism, in contrast to European states.  

November 19th (Tu):
Democratizing the Developing World
 .
Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, pp. 344-369; 397-420.

 .
Thomas Carothers,” Democracy’s Sobering State," Current History December 2004. (ELMS)  Considers the many challenges to democracy in the developing world.
- 
Larry Diamond, "Democracy's Third Wave Today," Current History, Nov 2011 (ELMS)  Also considers many challenges to democracy in the developing world.


NOVEMBER 24
Authoritarianism and Military Rule 
-
Jennifer Gandhi, Political Institutions under Dictatorship (Cambridge, 2008), pp 73-82.  [ELMS]  


The operation of authoritarian (non-communist) regimes
- 
Levitsky and Way, "The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism," Journal of Democracy 13, No 2 
(April 2002).  (ELMS)  On regimes that have some degree of contestation, but are mainly 

controlled by authoritarian rulers.
NOVEMBER 26 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
December 1st: 
 
Colonialism and Nigeria 
.
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on Nigeria, ch. 13 (727-737).

- 
ONeil Essentials pp. 297-302. (ELMS) On imperialism/post-colonialism.
- 
Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done 

About It.  ch. 3.  [ELMS]  On the resource trap faced by many developing countries.

December 3rd:  
Nigerian Politics:  The Role of the Military and Prospects for Democracy
 .
O’Neil, et al, Cases, on Nigeria, ch. 13 (pp. 737-777).

- 
ONeil Essentials pp. 303-14. (ELMS) On post-colonial challenges (institutions and political 

economy) to Nigerian governance.
.
Jean Herskovits, “Nigeria’s Rigged Democracy,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2007. (ELMS) 

On problems of emerging democracy in Nigeria.
-
Matt Mossman, "Hope Springs in Nigeria: Promising Signs for Democracy In Abuja," Foreign
 Affairs "Snapshot," March 8, 2015, (ELMS)  On the Nigerian presidential elections 2015.
December 8th: 
 
Mexico's "Revolution" and the Evolution of a One Party Dominant State
· O’Neil, et al, Cases, on Mexico, ch. 11 (559-569)

December 10th: 
  
Contemporary Mexican Politics
· O’Neil, et al, Cases, on Mexico, ch. 11 (pp. 569-603).

· Shannon K. O'Neill, "Mexico Makes It: A Transformed Society, Economy, and Government," Foreign Affairs, vol. 92, NO. 2 March/April 2013.  (ELMS)   
FINAL EXAM Friday, December 18, 1:30-3:30 in regular classroom
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